Chief Executives Perennial Targets 


Kennedy 4th Assassination Victim 


WASHINGTON (AP) — j 0 h n F. 
Kennedy is the fourth U. S. Presi- 
dent to die at the hands of as- 
sassins. 

Here are those who have been 
killed by gunfire: 

Abraham Lincoln died April 15, 
1865, shot by John Wilkes Booth 
while he was attending Ford’s 
Theater here. 

James A. Garfield died Sept. 
19, 1881, after having been shot 
by Charles J. Guiteau on July 
2 of that year. Garfield was 
gunned down while he was pass- 
ing through the railroad station 
here, about to take a vacation 
trip. 

William McKinley died Sept. 14, 
.1901, shot by an anarchist eight 
days earlier while he was attend- 
ing the Pan American Exposition 
in Buffalo, N. Y. 

Kennedy died today, slain by a 
hidden sniper while driving down 
a street in DaEas, Tex. 

Assassination attempts have 
stepped up in recent years. Only 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, among the 
last four American Presidents, 
was not subject of an attempt to 
slay him. 

Roosevelt Attempt 
• Franklin D. Roosevelt was shot 
at in Miami Feb. 15, 1933 while 
he was president-elect. Giuseppe 
Zangara, an unemployed brick- 
layer with an ulcerated stomach, 
shot at FDR and kEled Mayor 
Anton Cermak of Chicago. 

“I hate aE presidents,” Zangara 
said. 

Roosevelt’s life was saved when 



President John F. Kennedy was the fourth chief executive to be assassinated while in office. 
The others were, left to right, Abraham Lincoln, James Garfield and William McKinley. 


a woman seized Zangara’s arm 
as he fired. Cermak died March 
5. 

Two Puerto Ricans attempted 
on Nov. 2, 1950, to storm Blair 
House where President Harry S. 
Truman was Eving during reno- 
vation of the White House. One 
assassin was killed, the other 
wounded and three White House 
guards were wounded, one fataEy. 

The wounded assassin, Oscar 
CoEazo, was sentenced to die, but 
Truman commuted his sentence 
to life imprisonment. 

Lincoln’s assassin, actor John 


Wilkes Booth, was tracked down 
and slain by soldiers. Garfield’s 
slayer, a disappointed office 
seeker, was hanged. Leon Czol- 
gosz, McKinley’s demented at- 
tacker, also was executed, as was 
Zangara, 

Never is a president entirely 
safe from the demented or the 
tormented, even though the Se- 
cret Service — particularly in 
recent years — has been watch- 
ful of the nation’s leader 24 hours 
a day. 

Perhaps the most unusal pre- 


cautions were taken by Teddy 
Roosevelt. 

He didn't depend exclusively on 
the Secret Service for protection. 
His biography reports: 

“He almost always carried a 
large revolver with him.” 
Nevertheless, Theodore Roose- 
velt was shot at and wounded 
slightly during a speech at ME- 
waukee, Wis., Oct. 14, 1912, while 
he was trying to make a come- 
back to the presidency. 

Roosevelt insisted on finishing 
his speech before he permitted 
doctors to treat his wound. 




